
 

 

December 28, 2022 

 
Official Proceedings of the Norman County Board of Commissioners 
 
Chairman Gunderson called the meeting to order with the Pledge of Allegiance at 9:00 a.m.  All Commissioners were 
present.   Pat Pfund of the Norman County Index was in attendance.    
 
Chairman Gunderson asked if there were any additions or deletions to the agenda.  A/T Hanson noted she had added 
Engineer Berndt at 9:30 a.m. with a Security Camera proposal from Heartland Business Systems and a budget update.  
Commissioner Jacobson would like to discuss penalty incurred on late tax payments.  CFO, Dave Stene, requested to 
address the board with regard to carryover of comp and vacation hours.  A/T Hanson would like to have additional bills 
approved that were late arrivals in her office.  Commissioner Jacobson made a motion to approve the agenda with 
additions.   Commissioner Hall seconded the motion and all voted in favor.   
 
Chairman Gunderson brought forward the Hauler’s License application for Al’s Disposal.  A/T Hanson noted that Mr. 
Johanson had brought the application to her for approval and noted he said all was in order.  Commissioner Bommersbach 
made a motion to approve the Hauler’s License for Al’s Disposal for 2023.  Commissioner Hall seconded the motion and all 
voted in favor.   
 
A/T Hanson brought forward a proposed resolution for Adding to the Committed Election Equipment Fund Balance, in an 
estimated amount of $30,000.  A/T Hanson explained this needed to be adopted before year end, and then after all bills 
were paid with regard to the 2022 Election, if there were funds remaining in the 2022 budget for election equipment, she 
would come back with another resolution to actually commit the actual amount to the Committed Election Equipment Fund 
Balance.  Commissioner Redland made a motion to adopt CR 12-23-2022 A Resolution for Adding to the Committed 
Election Equipment Fund Balance.  Commissioner Hall seconded the motion and on roll call vote there were 5 yeas and the 
resolution was adopted unanimously.  A copy of the resolution is on file in the A/T Office.   
 
Taylor Spilde, Social Services Fiscal Officer, addressed the board with year end bills for Social Services in the amount of 
$25,695.75.  Commissioner Jacobson made a motion to approve the Social Service bills as submitted.  Commissioner 
Bommersbach seconded the motion and all voted in favor.   
 
Chairman Gunderson then asked if commissioners had the opportunity to review the bills that were submitted 
electronically.  Commissioner Bommersbach made a motion to approve the bills as submitted with the addition of one for 
beaver bounty and also the Norman County Index: 
 
Revenue – $33,011.74   R & B -- $59,486.85   Building -- $8,121.33 
 
Human Services -- $41.94   County EDA -- $1,348.00   Public Health -- $6,464.14 
 
County Ditch -- $1,627.93   County Homes -- $190.00   TOTAL -- $110,291.93 
 
Commissioner Redland seconded the motion and all voted in favor.   
 
At 9:15 a.m. David Stene, CFO, addressed the board with employees who had comp time or vacation hours that were going 
to be used on Friday, December 23rd, however, the county shut down that day because of a storm, so Mr. Stene would 
request that the county allow carryover of 7 hours comp time for Angela Babler and Teri Taylor, and 7 hours vacation for 
Erin Thomforde, and 148.5 hours vacation carryover for Scott Nordquist.  After some discussion, Commissioner Jacobson 
made a motion to allow carryover of comp hours which would then be paid out in January, with the vacation hours carried 
over.  Commissioner Hall seconded the motion and all voted in favor.   
 
At this time, Commissioner Jacobson inquired of CFO Stene as to whether appropriations had been discussed in the budget 
process.  Mr. Stene indicated that he had put them into the budget, so he felt they were covered.  Commissioner Jacobson 
asked whether the request from the Fair Board had been addressed, and asked Mr. Stene to bring the list of appropriations 



 

 

down to the meeting.  Commissioners concurred and Mr. Stene was tasked with bringing the appropriations list down for 
Commissioners to discuss.   
 
At 9:23 a.m. Keith Berndt, Highway Engineer, addressed the board with a proposal from Heartland Business Systems for 
security cameras, door control, and panic buttons for the new Highway Dept building in the amount of $38,249.91.  
Discussion ensued as to where Engineer Berndt thought this could be funded from and he noted he felt the current building 
project would allow for the security system.  The need for panic buttons was also brought forward, and Engineer Berndt 
noted he didn’t feel a great need for them at this time, and would not have a problem removing them from the proposal.  
Commissioner Redland made a motion to approve the Heartland Business Systems proposal for security cameras and door 
controllers, removing the panic buttons at this time.  Commissioner Gunderson seconded the motion and all voted in favor.   
 
Engineer Berndt also updated the board on the 2022 Highway budget and cost over-runs as well as revenue shortfalls in his 
department due to payments for reimbursements from the state for flood repairs that have not been received at this point, 
and construction reimbursements that have not yet been received, as well as the increased cost of everything in the past 
couple of years.  Engineer Berndt stated his recommendation that future budgets are going to need to be adjusted upward 
or we will have to reduce services.   
 
Engineer Berndt also noted that the County Engineers Association has been working with the legislative committee to try to 
get State Aid increased or at the very least, less of a reduction that was initially suggested at 8-10% reduction for 2023.   
 
Engineer Berndt also requested that Tim Netland and Jimmy Thompson be allowed to carryover vacation hours in the 
amount of 9.75 hours and 18 hours, respectively.  This request was due to the inability to use vacation hours because of 
weather reasons and illness.  Commissioner Jacobson made a motion to allow carryover of vacation hours for Tim Netland 
and Jimmy Thompson due to the inability to use due to weather and also illness.  Commissioner Hall seconded the motion 
and all voted in favor.   
 
David Stene, CFO, re-entered the meeting and distributed his 2023 Appropriation Requests spreadsheet for Commissioners 
to peruse.  Discussion centered on the request from the Norman County Fair Board for a one-time donation toward the 
Coliseum Project, noting the plans for replacing sidewalk and completing the siding that remains to be replaced.  
Commissioner Hall made a motion to approve a one-time $5,000 donation to the Norman County Fair Board for the 
Coliseum Project.  Commissioner Jacobson seconded the motion and all voted in favor.   
 
At this time Commissioner Jacobson brought forward discussion on a request for a refund on penalties charged to a 
Norman County taxpayer for late payment of second half taxes due on a property purchased mid-year.  A/T Hanson noted 
that the purchase was made after tax statements had been sent out, and they only send out tax statements once a year as 
required by statute.  A/T Hanson also explained that on the back of the tax statement there are Important Additional Notes:  
One being that taxpayers are responsible for payment of tax and this is not affected by failure to provide a statement for a 
parcel.  A/T Hanson also noted that she is not aware of the agreement between buyer and seller as to who is responsible 
for the taxes, that should be discussed in the purchase agreement and if information is not provided, the buyer can inquire 
as to the status of taxes by calling the A/T Office.  Commissioner Jacobson felt the penalty was punitive and was causing ill-
will in the community.  Further discussion ensued and the final consensus of the board was not to honor the request for a 
refund.   
 
At 10:10 a.m. seeing there was no further business before the board, Chairman Gunderson adjourned the meeting, and 
Commissioner Redland was thanked for his years of service to Norman County.   
 
 
 
______________________________________  _________________________________________ 
Marvin Gunderson, Chairman    Donna J. Hanson, Auditor-Treasurer  


